MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INSPECTIONAL III IRKAU 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

July 17, 1968 

RE: Security and surveillance of Dr- 

Martin Luther King from time ho 
v arrived in Memphis on April 3. 1,968. 

until ho was assassinated on the 
evening of April 4, ■ 196,3. 

W. E. Routt, Asst. Chief t ' 

pectional. Bureau ' ‘ 

lding : 

r Sir: 

This report is being submitted as per request of Mr. Frank C. Holloman, 
ector of Fire and Police, for his information concerning the above captioned 
•jeet. 

In the early morning of April 3, 1968, we received information that Dr. 
tin Luther King, Jr., would arrive in Memphis from Atlanta, Georgia, on 
ght No. 381, Eastern Airlines, arriving in Memphis at 10:15 A.M., Gate 17, 
iphis Municipal Airport. 

On receipt of this information I instructed Det. E. E. Redditt and Ptlm. 

B. Richmond to go. to the Municipal Airport to observe and report when Dr. 

;g arrived and try to ascertain the location where he would be staying 
le in Memphis. They were also advised to keep a continuing surveillance 
Dr. King, so as to know who all he came in contact with. 

The reason for surveillance being ordered was because Dr. King was a 
.troversial figure plus the fact he had, according to our information, been 
ting with local black militants while in Memphis on prior visits. 

A short time after instructing Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond to go to 
airport, I was advised by Chief J. C. Macdonald that Chief W. P. Huston 
• sending a detail of men to be with Dr. King for security measures. 

On April 5, 1968, I received a copy of report written to Chief W. P. 

.ton by Inspector Don H. Smith, who was in charge of the security detail 
■ Dr. King, along with Lts. William Schultz, George Kelly Davis and Det. 
iald B. Howell. These men were also assisted by Inspector J. S. Gagliano 
i Lts. Hamby and Tucker. Inspector Smith's report reads as follows: 

April 3, 1968, 8:30 A.M., I was instructed by Chief W. P. Huston to go -to 
? Metropolitan Airport along with a detail of men who will be listed below* 
c security purposes for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was to arrive in 
is city aboard Flight 381, Eastern Airlines at 10:15 A.M. 

With me on this detail were Lt . William Schultz of the Homicide Bureau, 

. Georgf* Kelly Davis and Det. Ronald B. Howell, of the Vice and Narcotics 
reau,'* i I arrived at the Metropolitan Airport at approximately 9:10 A.M., 
ril 3, L968, and proceeded immediately to Gate 17, where Flight 381 from 
stern Airlines was to deplane. 

On our arrival at Gate 17 at the Metropolitan Airport there was no one 
this gate and only two passengers crossed the hallway at Gate 18 awaiting 
outgoing flight. At approximately 9:15 A.M. on April 3, 1968, a white 



s 
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female reporter and white cameraman arrived at Cate 17 a • „ 

later Mrs. Thomas Matthews eofored fom, i r, - ■ 17 ' A very few minutes 

conversation with Lt. Georco Kellv n-. t,rivecl at Cate 17 and during the 

port to pick up Dr. King. Mrs Matthews^st-ir Sht? had coma to tho air 

police to be assigned to Dr. King. stated that they had not asked for 

(Eastern^ ir line) t^emphis^f c^wd’of 1 ^ ^ • thG time Fli S ht 381 arrived 
congregated at Gate 17 and in haHw! proximate ly 60 to 70 people had 

of the people who had oongrc>"aS at this 1 ^ Gat ° 17 and Gate ^ . Some 

Eastern Airline flights Lre . I thlS iocatl °n were outbound passengers 

The majority J eo^re^ ed" theS £* *° ' 

zz s™: imatelv 15 to 20 “•"<* - f e maLT„L he w“r„rt d ;“th sr 

shortiJes 3 D e,;„L i r® nc d e P S n rte a |»f?^ 33 jP^* ? lane beI "« ■>«) he held a 

Our dispatcher was kept advised of hh,/ 1 ^ Gabe i? at the Metropolitan Airport, 
congregating at Gate 17 and he was also PP r ? xx ™ abo numbcr ot ' People who were 

Planed, and that the crowd assemLted was orderJy ‘ ^ ^ ^ Kin ® d «- ‘ 

nain lobby 1 op a t he F air port* 1 term! na^ S C ° nfarance ’ he started toward the 
vriter approached Reverend Tamp- r P ” X j e ™ abkin S down the hallway, the 

leverend P L,son if he woSd teU T an J h after M Pitying himself ,’ asked 

lirport . Reverend Lawson fuUy^ up 

fennesseo^ifeSe * bla ^ k *>P Buick Electra bearing ■ 

metropolitan A ?pon This okr was^r UPPGr drivewa V at the 

ias in the front seat with h Y MrS * Thomas Matthews and Dr. Kin- 

-at of this Automobile 1 ^There JzsTlslT vll?* in the 

aack vinyl top bearing' ‘Tennessee License BT 0(1?? Continentai with a 

several male coloreds wh 1 l ;°° 3 ’ which was occupied by 

)r . Martin Luther Kin- rt l the * lr P 0 ^ ai °ng with the Buick carrying 

■arsand the license numbers, anSlhoWov" menSnef offLe^Sod^ ^ 

sasSS- 

;r;s sssfc »=?£*- 

-as staying. request to assist in securing the area where Dr. King 

lotel A L a X°same t Cian,; 2 ; n3 P -"" ?P 1 } l «“• Dr ' «»* >•« the Lorraine 
, - • • ( . c k over gray Buick bearing Tennessee License JP-9735 

r ven by Mrs Thomas Matthews, and the above mentioned officers followed’ % 
his ear carrying Dr. King to 584 E. MoLemore, the Centona^ ^h^rSur.* 

•here the ott tears in Cruiser John 1 secured the front entrance to the Burch' 
ff of MeLemore and David 1 secured the rear entrance off Edith. 

. r ° r ‘ K ^ np; ’ ln t ho same automobile driven by the same person, left 58(1 E 

aPPro^te fy 2:15 P.M. and was followed by a white Cadillac with 
black vinyl top bearing Tennessee License KO-0708 driven by Solomon Jones 
md an unknown colored male sitting in die. front seat with the driver. The 
i ove mentioned officers followed these two ears back to the Lorraine Hotel 
/here tiu; entrances were secured by the oL fleers who remained on duty at that 
oration approx,,, atcly until 5: 05 P.M. Dri King arrived at the Lorraine 
.otel on the last oeeas ion at approximately 2 ; 2 5 P.M. 




2:25 ?" in Jncl h 5-05 m p M° "the £&% M t f e , ent ^ anocs of this hotel* between 
^t this location and Dr’ K inc a "? f° mc oF his deputies arrived 

injunction. Approximate Ly 30 minu’tes aVteTthis^ In S * rvcd wUh a ” 

King and his aides a meet i no- i i i • n injunction was served on Dr. 

Dr. King, his aides and several attorneys ° C ^ Lorrainc 1[otci between 

*> «>« 

Zs 1 de e t aU. Dr - Ki " E ~ «* — •*» «* f »- P«iic e pLtLSL LiLTwaT 



This concluded Inspector Don H. Smith’s report. 



It was not until April 10 1 q r , q t „ , 

asr-s wavr&rv; this ™r s 

to Chief w. P. M„«o„ and ' raids a 's y foUoi“ IhlS r6p0rt ““ mitte " 

instruct 11 3, P 19G8, at approximately 11:15 A.M., the writer received 

Mulberry ‘alid □-"Tst^iimo'' Ih"™} mL ' et Ins P L ' ctor Do ” Smith at Butler and 

location with Lts J r 7h h° captloned detail. I arrived at this 

uwLion win Lts. J. c. Hamby and Joe Tucker around 11-25 A M and upc 
briefed by Inspector Don Smith. and S 

black H Eleetia GC JhTLl that Dg ‘ Kin § had be en driven to the Lorraine Motel in a 
License jp 073c H v Y lnyl to P and gray colored bottom) bearing Tennessee 

Butler St Illicit InJT T "1 "° take LtS ‘ Hamb V and Tucker and secure the 
rn it « - exit and t0 sta y W1 ^h Dr. King whenever he left this location 

also^old ^ T T e f e t0 ke?P him Under ohservation us best we could He' 
refused so”. alth ° U8h ^ *°*™°** ■*- King's schedule! £e Li he!„ 



The 
12:05 P. 
Tennesse 
learned 
proceede 
south on 
is Rever' 
Inspecto 
followed 
believed 
to check 



M th Dr e k 1L°LT Se l UV f r! He Street exit and at approximately 

,,, License IP ny-ac 0 ^ - LetF Y n tllG biack and grey Electra bearing 
tn h f m e ^ ’ Glng driVGn by a colored female whom I later 

be Mis. Thomas Matthews. They came out the Butler Street exit and 
d ,!'Y Sb Gn Dotier , south on Second to Calhoun, east on Calhoun to Third 

cnd U I iw : on^s LG r° re h ai ’n then east on McLemore to SSd E. McLcmore, which 
,nH L h ' P ur ^ n « this entire time this car was secured by 

Tnsop 'tn^b >1 (J’en , who followed immediately behind their Buick and we 

that then SmX 1 S Ca ^; At thlS locution I told Inspector Smith that I 
thattheze was an exit at the rear of this church and he instructed me 
ana it so, to secure same. 



nnt .^" ha y r r l R Securod the rear exit for about fifteen or twenty minutes-, I 
noticed Gerald lanion, male colored, enter the rear wing off Edith 'where he 
remained for approximately twenty or ‘thirty minutes. When he came out, I 
motioned him over to our cruiser, at which time I requested that he try and 
determine lor us what Dr. King's party's schedule was so that we could protect 
him. At this tunc Lt. Hamby told him, "We don't want anything to happen to 
him, and ho answered, "I know what you' moan," and he stated he would find out 
wherer.thoy were going from hei'c and would let us know. He went west on Edith’ 
on foot»\md returned a short time later, again entered the building, but never 
came back to inform us of Df. King's party's intentions. 

Around 2:15 P.M. we again followed Dr. ‘King and his party west to Third 
Street ol f McLeniorc , then north on Third to the Kotgie & Knott Super Market 
lost north of Walker on Third where Dr. King and party parked briefly while 



■ ■ 
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one of the male coloreds entered Hogue & Knott and returned to their car. At 
this time Inspector Smith was able to get immediately behind Dr. King's car. 
Previously, there was a white 67 or 68 Cadillac bearing Tennessee K.0-0708 , 
being driven by a male colored Solomon Jones, immediately behind Dr. King's car. 
We allowed this car to proceed between Inspector Smith's cruiser and ours. We 
went north on Third to Butler and west on Butler to the Lorraine Hotel, where 
we took up our same security stations. 

We remained at this location until we were instructed by Inspector Don 
Smith that Chief . C. Macdonald had ordered us to Headquarters at approximately' 
5:05 P.M., April 3 , 1968. This was my only detail on Dr. Martin Luther King, ‘Jr 



This concluded Inspector J. S. Gagliano’s report. 

The observations of Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond on April 3, 1968, 
coincide with reports written by Inspector Smith and Inspector Gagliano, 
except go into more detail as to persons going to and from the Lorraine 
Hotel-Mot cl complex while Dr. King was there, lor they had an observation post 
in the rear ot Engine House No. 4, located at Main and Butler overlooking the 
Lorraine Hotel-Motel. 



It should be noted at this point a remark made by Mrs. Thomas Matthews, as 
her name has been mentioned in the reports made by Inspectors Smith and Gagliano 
and that is she stated, pointing her finger at Det. Redditt, "I am going to 
get you,” or, "I am going to shoot you." This is listed to show the attitude 
toward the police that some of Dr. King's associates had. It was also mentioned 
by Lt. Davis that Mrs. Thomas Matthews was the first colored person to arrive 
at Gate 17 at the airport and upon talking with her, trying to find out 
arrangements that had been made for Dr. King, she stated they had not invited 
any police and later she was overheard telling Dr. King that, "We are just not 
receiving any police protection," and Dr. King stated to Mrs . , Matthews , "Well, 
as soon as I get time, I will see what I can do about it." It is believed 
that Mrs. Matthews and Dr. King did not know these remarks had been overheard 
by Lt. G. K. Davis . 

Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond left their observation post at 6:35 P.M., 
April 3, 1968, and went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was to make an 
address to a mass meeting. On arrival at this location they were met by 
Reverend Malcomb Douglass- Blackburn, MW, 40, residence 857 Woodlawn, who is 
Associate Minister at Clayborn Temple, and was quite active during the 
sanitation strike. 

Reverend Blackburn called Det. Redditt aside and asked what he was trying 
to do to himself and when Redditt inquired as to what he meant, he stated that 
the word is out that you were over in the fire station near the Lorraine Motel 
spying with binoculars. 

After Reverend Blackburn had talked to Dot. Redditt, he then approached 
Ptlm. Richmond, shaking his hand, and stating that he wished he wasn't there, 
as this was the wrong place for him, because tension was already high enough. 

The meeting at Clayborn Temple got under way at approximately 7:15 P.M. , 
Apr’fl 3, 1968, but Redditt and Richmond left at approximately 8:40 P.M. because 
they felt that Reverend Janies Lawson was going to make their presence known 
after remarks had been made concerning the shooting of Larry Payne, calling it 
cold blooded murder. ... 
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1968. „ »o„ Ci ,„ M in Iuu[m’c ton .,. s. Ceg, ieuo'Ae^t, ^sY^i ’ n T ,1 ,?' r „.„ 



with concerning it. 
10:30 A.M. , April 4, 



in 



rnl . , , ' ' uo j. wat) IIUI cni) pr 

19 G 8 SUrVCAilanCC dL ‘ tai1, hoWL ' vcr ’ was a S u in resumed at 



April 4. 
surveillance 



1068, 
o f the 



10. 3Q A. M. , Det. Redditt and Ptlm. Richmond resumed their 
on concerning persons^^^ everything that went 



non. 



While 
a phone ea 
doing your 



at the observation post at Firehoude No. 4, Det. Redditt received 
1 Jr “7 a , w ™ who. did not identify herself, stating "You are 
black l’“Plo wrong and „ are g „i ng t „ jo you w™„ g “so » 



During the time thi 
who is with the U.S. Son 
was in our ol f iee and he 
Washington and in doing 
in Mississippi had calle 
Democratic Party had mad 
was believed they could 
in the thick of things s 
was advised by his of | [,_■ 
he could gi;t no specific 
Washington, had left the 



s surveillance was in progress Mr. Philip R. Manuel, 

* te Investigating Committee for Senator McClellan 
received a call to return a call to his office in 
so, he was advised that a reliable informer of theirs 
advising them of a plan the Mississippi Freedom' 
e to kill the Negro Lieutenant here in Memphis and it 
have been referring to Det. Redditt, for he had been • 
inee the beginning of the sanitation strike. Mr. Manue 
e that the plan had already been set in motion, but 
d ^ ails because Mr. Jack Dross, his associate in 
oft ice without dictating a memo regarding this. 



5 - so PM M and C that V on°a , pIane _^ as to leava Memphis for Washington at 

would-be forwarded ur Tt'S "noS ^ the ^ticuLars 

.. i . u l rice . NOIL: Information was received later from Mr 

lanuel indicating that the Negro Lieutenant referred to was In Knoxville 
Tennessee instead of Memphis.. rmuxvnie, 

.*• » 

the surveiUinc^assi this Possible threat to Det. Redditt, he was pulled from 
tne surveillance assignment and relieved of duty and sent home to be with his 

Jemai^ed n on a his^ Lice guard was sot up at his home. Ptlm. Richmond, however, 
emamed on his post, continuing surveillance of the Lorraine Hotel-Motel. 

. +-u Pt i m ' R ; lchmond t while observing the motel, saw Dr. Martin Luther Kinc 

£ Sat time , °e W r ^ \ "I StatPS that this ” as approximately 6:00 P^^and 
t that time he heard a loud sound as if it were a shot and' saw Dr' Martin 

Luther King I all back from the hand rail and put his hand up to hishead Upon 
observing this, he ran to the phone to report it, at which time he saw one oT 
our tac units in front of the fire station, advising them that Dr. Kinn- had 
. een shot, and at this time the dispatcher was made aware of what happened and 
an police units in the area began to converge on the scene. 

At the time Dr. King was shot, there. were two tac units and five ears in 
close proximity, which would give a minimum of 44 men in the area and a 
maximum ol S2, as the tac units had anywhere from 12 to 16 men per unit and 
the cars had 4 men each assigned. 



'J’hero was quite 
pol ie*c«'hrrivul as to 



a lot of conversation at the Lorraine Hotel-Motel after 
how they gift on the scene so tast, and it was even 
indicated that a policeman was responsible for the shooting. As a result of 
these temarks, I had Mr. Waiter Lane Dailey, male Negro, who is the owner of 
the Lorraine Hotel-Motel, come to the Police Station on April 6, 1968, and 




'" vu ^“ 






close toueh°with him^as'’ Lo^wha t ^ < :' S ° nCe Ln the aroa ’ as »e were keeping in 

> kxm as to what was going on among Dr. King and his associates. 

his pfL^of^nsi^Ll^mT^ f ^re ^station" 1 "?? *“* *° wore observing 

only criticism he had heard of the 'nol for 1 GatC ' d at Mam and Butler and the 

got there so quick and he told the nartios mnk ht ' y " ere wond ‘>ring how the police 

were watching from the fire house and that the " S ^ y emarks that the police 

^ i-c nuuse ana that they were always over there. 

Inspector ^mith^fnspeetor'rarr] 1 iano "dV^ - ^ ”*** ^ ' 

were certain things that I felt needed^! tt? Ptlm ’ Richmond a there 

statement to Dot. Redditt that he know that^ 1 " 2 ’ SUCh aS Reverond Blackburn's 
at the Lorraine Hotel ’ r 'T, pu WG WL ’ re s PV in S on the activities 

they had not aslmd hlr any ioUcHn on' Th ? aS M ? tth ° WS > hcr statement that 
memo that was written to Mr Frank i nncctlon With Dr - King’s visit. Also, a 
McMillan doted April 5 1968 ^hich statnri"^ Ca P tain Sidney Cole and Lt. B. P. 

Jesse Epps, J. Ciampa.’joe Paislef Gerald 2^ 6SCO f ed Revcrend Lawson, 
whose identity was not obtain .,1 r’ Jerald Fanion and another male colored. 

that this I d, , ' 1 U r?? S ° ffioe . W. «W»t ami 

made the statement that the'stratenv rn 43 0 onian ' s office, Gerald Fanion 
police protection “«»* 

against it. tln kutker King; however, had decided 

business* P the Euroka'"’?!^^^' 1 *“ n^n Thomas Mnt theus at her place of 

the same as Lt OaOs had LntLned *• 324 -P 2 .. 7 . and she stated 

remark about the police beinc at the a • 1G1 ^ r ^ port - She said she made the 
before, and that on this , 1 l airp ° rt ’ f c or the V aren't there the time 

saw Lt. Davis, Inspector s”“h Tddlit" d'hlp 8 'V” 1 3 » 

Ptlm . Richmond Mrs ar d hls P a rtner, reterring to 

statement, which d“ S^/appe^ • 

Does, as Eftol ijl^SSTSS,’* *"! ^'’erend Maleomb 

Temple, but didn't remember tie e!la« coS?e»? DOt ' l!0<tditt at Has °" 

telL him that lie had limr»rl ^ v , r i ^ their conversation, but did 

Lorraine Hotel with binoculars f™ ° F rumor tl,at hc had been observing the 

Blackburn also Sa t -ed ?ha he h I'C °V?* fire houac ‘ Reverend 

police protection lor Dr Kin- whi 1° kn ™ lod p G ot whether anyone had asked for 
ior Ur. King while in Memphis on April 3 and 4, 1968. 

Holloman^ rsSemLrwas^btaLrTr "' 11 ^ G ?fi d Fani °n’s remarks to Mr. 
l * i c * obtained f rom Goral. d £ q n ion on Anril ? 11 iqaq 

wherem he stated that on April 3, 1968, while at the ConXary Vfcttodist 

r 4 ?"*■>=«■*■ C.*U»ih> and another gentleman ho S not 

contents If 1.1 ^Poke to Inspector Cagliano, but cannot remember all the 

111 10 conversa l lor > , but ho does remember being asked about Dr Ki'Vi-'s 

schedule He went on to state that he did not -resume" ^ responsibility 1 oT 

Gagiiano lni ° rmati ° n of Dr ' king's schedule as requested b/lnspect^ 

-a.,,” 11011 aSkGd thc c inestion if ho had been present on any occasion during 
trategy meetings pertaining to Dr. King's visits to Memphis and particularly 
his o^s r t uL April 3, 1968, was there ahy discussion with reference to askirW 








<• for police protection for Dr. King. Mr. Fnnion answered by stating he had 
heard this mentioned prior to his first visit March 28, 1868, and wont on to 
state that Dr. King's itinerary on both visits to Memphis were not discussed 
in strategy sessions where there would be general knowledge to a lot of people, 
but he has heard it mentioned that police protection is not a request of Dr. 
King's stall. In other words, it is not a policy to ask for police protection. 



Mr. Fanion also makes mention that he had heard Det. Rcdditt had been 
watching the Lorraine Hotel -Motel from the fire station and remembered hearing 
that he had been removed from the fire station prior to Dr. King’s assassination 



As to the remarks Mr. Fanion is supposed to h^ve made in the presence of 
Mr. Holloman, he stated he cannot truthfully remember these remarks; however, 
he might have said this, that it had been mentioned. 

All data mentioned in this report, such as copies of reports, statements, 
etc., will be made a part of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., surveillance 
file of April 3 and 4, 1968, maintained in the Inspectional Bureau office. 



Respectfully submitted. 




G. P. Tines, Inspector 
Inspectional Bureau 
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